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WHY WEVERIFY? 

2

Credit: Zlatina Marinova (Ontotext)



WEVERIFY ARCHITECTURE

https://weverify.eu/
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TRULY MEDIA: COLLABORATIVE CROSS-MODAL 
VERIFICATION WORKBENCH
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TRULY MEDIA: COLLABORATIVE CROSS-MODAL 
VERIFICATION WORKBENCH
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 VERIFICATION BROWSER PLUGIN 

Available for Chrome, Firefox and Opera
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 VERIFICATION BROWSER PLUGIN 

USAGE HAS TRIPLED WITH NEW WEVERIFY RELEASES

Graphic made from Google Chrome web store statistics (June 7, 2020)
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 VERIFICATION BROWSER PLUGIN 

USERS :

AND MANY MORE ...
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VISUAL EXPLORATION OF DISINFORMATION NETWORKS
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VISUAL EXPLORATION OF DISINFORMATION NETWORKS
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BLOCKCHAIN DATABASE OF KNOWN FAKES
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BLOCKCHAIN DATABASE OF KNOWN FAKES
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BLOCKCHAIN DATABASE OF KNOWN FAKES
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BLOCKCHAIN DATABASE OF KNOWN FAKES
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VERACITY AND STANCE ANALYSIS OF ONLINE CONVERSATIONS

https://tweetveracity.gate.ac.uk/
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VERACITY AND STANCE ANALYSIS OF ONLINE CONVERSATIONS
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IMAGE/MEME OCR 

http://demos.gate.ac.uk/weverify/ocr/
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COVID-19 CLASSIFIER

➢ Classification of misinformation into 10 different categories (Brennen et al., 2020):

• Public authority
• Community spread and impact
• Medical advice, self-treatments and virus effects
• Prominent actors
• Conspiracy theory
• Virus transmission
• Virus origins and properties
• Public preparedness
• Vaccines, medical treatment, and tests
• Cannot determine

Scott Brennen, Felix Simon, Philip Howard, and Rasmus Kleis Nielsen. 2020. Types, sources, and claims of covid-19 misinformation. Technical report, Reuters Institute
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COVID-19 CLASSIFIER

➢ IFCN dataset: 

• Claim → rephrased by a fact-checker

• Explanation → why a claim is false

• Source link → page of the debunk

• Date → of publication in the IFCN Poynter website

• Type of media

• Original website

https://www.poynter.org/ifcn-covid-19-misinformation/
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COVID-19 CLASSIFIER

➢ Data annotation: 
• 27 volunteers (English claims only)
• Assign most relevant class + a confidence score
• After removing low quality annotations → 1,293 debunks annotated (Cohen's k= 0.70)

24

Credit: Xingyi Song (Sheffield)



COVID-19 CLASSIFIER

➢ Large-scale analysis: 
• Start with Conspiracy theories
• Then Community spread and Virus origin in mid February
• Public authority action dominate in March
• Community  Spread  and Prominent actors are top topics in the later period
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COVID-19 CLASSIFIER

➢ Large-scale analysis: 
• 50% text
• ~ 50% of Virus origin and Public preparedness → videos
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COVID-19 CLASSIFIER

➢ Large-scale analysis: 
• Most spread in social media → Public Authority action and Community spread
• Instagram and Tiktok → Virus origin
• News, Youtube, Blog and TV → Conspiracy theory
• Messages apps → General medical advise
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COVID-19 CLASSIFIER

➢ Large-scale analysis: 
• Community spread → highest in misleading claims
• ~ 50% of No evidence → General advise
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ONGOING AND FUTURE WORK
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COVID-19 SOCIAL MEDIA ANALYSIS

➢ Matching debunks (IFCN dataset) with tweets → finding misinformation

 "[The coronavirus is] ‘new’ yet it was lab-created and patented in 2015"

https://www.poynter.org/?ifcn_misinformation=the-coronavirus-is-new-yet-it-was-lab-created-and-patented-in-2015

     30



COVID-19 SOCIAL MEDIA ANALYSIS

➢ Matching debunks (IFCN dataset) with tweets → finding debunks

 "An alkaline diet could prevent COVID-19"

https://www.poynter.org/?ifcn_misinformation=alkaline-diet-could-prevent-covid-19

        https://www.poynter.org/?ifcn_misinformation=the-coronavirus-is-new-yet-it-was-lab-created-and-patented-in-2015"
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DIGITAL COMPANION ASSISTANT
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MULTILINGUAL MISINFORMATION ANALYSIS

33



GATECLOUD WEVERIFY SERVICES
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

www.weverify.eu 
                                   

@WeVerify 

http://www.weverify.eu/
https://twitter.com/WeVerify

